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T
he end of June is a natural time 
to look back on a school year of 
growth and achievements.  Every 

morning I stand at the school entrance 
welcoming students, parents and teachers 
to a new school day.  From this vantage 
point, I have seen how our students have 
literally grown.  Elementary students that 
once shyly held their parent’s hand now 
enthusiastically stroll alone into school.  
Many secondary school students have 
sprouted several inches since August.  
In the classrooms I have seen students 
sharpen their writing skills, drastically 
improve their English, and creatively 
program robots.  In the auditorium I 
have seen students confidently take 
musical solos, turn in a memorable acting 
performances, and articulately address 
assemblies.  On the sports fields I have 
seen teams mature during the season, 
honing their game and teamwork.

Matthew C. Beata, Director

A LOOk BAck 
And A PEEk 
AHEAd
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These types of growth tend to be readily 
apparent to teachers and parents.  
What is less obvious is the growth and 
achievement that takes place “behind the 
scenes” in school.  In this respect, UAS 
teachers and staff made great strides this 
year.  The Elementary School implemented 
a new approach to reading and writing 
instruction called Readers and Writers 
Workshop.  The Elementary School also 
became the first school in Uruguay to 
employ microbits, pocket-sized codeable 
computers, in the classroom.  The Outdoor 
Education Experience (OEE) program 
developed an overnight trip for fifth 
graders.  

The Secondary School was just as active, 
incorporating a new 1,000 square meter 
learning space and adding a Design, 
Media, and Technology course and a 
Robotics Club.  The girls basketball team 
won their first SAAC tournament ever, and 
the OEE program introduced an exciting 
new trip for seniors. 
 

At the end of last school year, the New 
England Association of Schools and 
Colleges (NEASC) confirmed UAS’s 
accreditation and approved the school to 
begin its self-study.  Before launching into 
the self-study, teachers and administrators 
spent the first semester addressing 
one of NEASC’s most important 
recommendations: to continue to develop 
our vertical curriculum alignment.  During 
three in-service days in the first semester, 
teachers undertook a comprehensive 
curriculum review. Nine subject area 
committees comprised of teachers from 
Early Childhood through Secondary 
School determined the expected learning 
outcomes and identified the key skills and 
knowledge for each grade level in every 
subject.  Curriculum work is an ongoing 
process that will continue next year, but 
this year’s work brought more clarity and 
definition to our curriculum, which will 
ultimately benefit our students.
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In the second semester, teachers, staff 
and administrators began the NEASC 
accreditation self-study in earnest. The 
self-study is a comprehensive, rigorous 
examination of all aspects of the school: 
its guiding statements, teaching and 
learning practices, governance, faculty 
and staff policies and practices, special 
programs and services, school culture, 
and operational systems. Committees, 
some including parents, students, and 
Board of Governors members, were 
formed to assess each of these areas. 
Each committee had to rate the school on 
numerous performance indicators, collect 
evidence showing the school’s alignment 
with the NEASC standards, identify how 
UAS can better align with these standards, 
and develop a plan to improve alignment.  
By the end of the school year, we had 
drafts of the 22 reporting booklets required 
for the self-study.

The self-study is scheduled to conclude 
in October 2017.  UAS will host a NEASC 
visiting team from November 10--17, 2017. 
The visiting team will verify the results of 
our self-study, add their own observations, 
and make a recommendation to NEASC on 
UAS’s accreditation status.

The end of the school year is also a 
new beginning. The day after students 
leave, even before they leave, we begin 
preparations to welcome them back in 
August. I would like to peek at the other 
engaging work ahead, besides the NEASC 
self-study, in the 2017-18 school year.



5

The Toro Gazette

In May UAS began to work with Dr. Syna Morgan to 
define the key skills and competencies our students 
will need to be successful in the 21st century.
Dr. Syna Morgan is a long-time educator who has 
been a teacher, an education consultant, and most 
recently, the Chief Academic Officer for Jefferson 
County Schools in Colorado. At the beginning of 
June, Dr. Morgan ran focus groups with parents 
and students from Kindergarten through Grade 11. 
Participants were asked to name the ways in which 
the world has changed in recent years, to identify 
two or three skills or dispositions needed in order to 
address these changes, and to reflect on how UAS 
helps students develop these skills or dispositions. 
I had led the UAS staff in this conversation earlier in 
the school year. 

During our August in-service days, we will examine 
the input from the different stakeholder groups.  The 
goal is to create a profile of a successful UAS student 
which will inform UAS’s instructional practices and 
programs so that we are better able to prepare 
our students for their future aspirations. As with 
the accreditation process, we will provide periodic 
updates on the progress of this work.

In the pages that follow we celebrate some of this 
year’s accomplishments, bid farewell to our departing 
educators, and welcome a new batch of talented 
teachers.

In closing, I hope that you have a safe, relaxing break 
and return with renewed energy for an exciting 2017-18 
school year.

Warm regards,

Director
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UAS OPEnS nEw 
SEcOndARy 
winG

O
n September 28, 2016 the 
Uruguayan American School invited 
parents, teachers, ambassadors, and 

representatives from various companies in 
Uruguay to the inauguration of its new 1,000 
square meter Secondary School wing. It was 
a celebration of the efforts of the entire UAS 
community which made this project possible. 

Attendees were invited to visit the 
classrooms, the science laboratory, the 
art room, the teacher workrooms and the 
flexspaces. Students and teachers invited 
the guests into their classes to “work” with 
them on science experiments or to show 
them what a regular school day feels like for 
these 21st-century learners.  

During the school year students and 
teachers quickly integrated the new spaces 
into Secondary School.  All Secondary 
School art classes were moved to the new 
room. The science room served as a physics 
laboratory and also a work space for the 
Robotics Club. 
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The flexible learning spaces were the most 
versatile addition.  Students used them 
regularly for studying, group work,  or to 
use one of the 11 computers in the areas.  
Teachers scheduled class presentations, 
debates, art exhibitions, and university 
presentations in the new spaces. 

In a survey conducted during the first 
semester, both teachers and students felt 
that the new flexible learning spaces had a 
positive impact on the Secondary School 
climate.  One teacher observed, “Students 
seem to like the independence and are 
motivated to work in [the flex spaces]. It is a 
welcome break from the classroom.”  
A high school student noted, “There is 

now a cozy ambiance that invites social 
interaction and study. Apart from its 
aesthetic attributes, it has given students 
the chance to decide where and how to 
work. The school looks and feels better, 
and the educational environment is more 
inviting.”

Congratulations to the UAS community 
for completing a project years in the 
making, one that adds to the uniqueness of 
Uruguayan American School.
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T
he foundation for a student’s success is laid in Elementary School, where students learn the 
fundamental skills--reading, writing and arithmetic--and dispositions that will shape them 
as learners for the rest of their lives.  For this reason, literacy instruction is a priority in the 

Elementary School.  

In 2016-17 the Elementary School adopted the Readers and Writers Workshop methodology 
for reading and writing instruction from Kindergarten through Grade 5.  By using a common 
methodology across grade levels in English and Spanish classes, students quickly become 
accustomed to the language and expectations for each skill.  For teachers, the common 
methodology makes it easier to sequence instruction from one grade level to the next so students 
build on previously learned skills.

As a team, the Elementary staff selected the Readers and Writers Workshop methodology 
because of its emphasis on teacher-led literacy instruction balanced with independent and small 
group work. A typical workshop class will begin with a ten-minute, full class mini-lesson in which 
the teacher explicitly models a reading or writing skill.  Afterwards the students break out to form 
small groups or to work independently.  Meanwhile the teacher circulates to conference with 
students and to offer specific feedback on students’ work.  The Workshop methodology aims to 
develop independent, engaged readers and writers.

Students have enjoyed the Workshop teaching model since it gives them more choice and more 
individual attention from teachers.  Grade 5 student Lia Rozenbaum said, ¨I liked this writing 
program because the teachers treated us as if we were real writers, and they helped us a lot. Ms. 
Nicole taught us how to persuade people with our writing pieces. We grabbed something we felt 
really strongly about and explained our thoughts and reasons.̈  

cELEBRATinG 
UAS REAdERS 
And wRiTERS
Victoria Placeres, Elementary School Principal
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The Workshop model also includes a celebration and 
sharing when students reach their reading and writing 
goals.  Students show others what they have written and 
discuss what they have read.  They have a chance not only 
to listen to each other, but also to reflect on their learning. 
¨When we share our persuasive writing or our stories it is 
incredibly helpful to hear each other´s comments. We can 
take something from a draft that was good, and we can add 
it to our final writing piece later on,¨  explained  Grade 5 
student Nicolás Crespi.

Our Grade 3 class, under Ms.Vittoria Garbarino´s guidance, 
celebrated meeting their reading goals with a Book 
Tasting Restaurant. They transformed their classroom into 
a restaurant, where  each table hosted a different student 
“chef’ who presented a menu of books that he/she enjoyed 
reading and recommended to students from other grade 
levels. Other Elementary classes had to make reservations 
to attend the Book Tasting Restaurant. The celebration was 
so successful that the students invited parents to another 
book tasting event in the school cafeteria.

Table set at the Grade 3 
Book Tasting Restaurant
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During classroom visits throughout the school year, the 
Workshop methodology’s impact was apparent in both 
English and Spanish classes.  Engaged students were 
consistently making connections between texts and their 
own writing, actively questioning the author’s intentions,  
conferring with their teachers, and celebrating their 
learning.

Book Tasting Restaurant “chefs” at their tables.
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Learning English in 
Elementary School

SPEAkinG 
THE SAmE 
LAnGUAGE:

María Inés Rodríguez, Elementary ELL Coordinator 

E
ach year UAS receives students from all over the 
world that bring with them their energy, hopes, 
culture and languages, adding to the richness of our 

community.  Currently there are 35 different nationalities 
and many languages represented at UAS. Our hallways 
and playgrounds can be a veritable Tower of Babel at 
times!  Nonetheless, the English language unites our 
community.  For the students that arrive with little or no 
English, their first task is to learn the language so that 
they can participate fully in the classroom and make social 
connections.
 
The Elementary English Language Learner (ELL) 
department  offers a program for non-native English 
speakers from Kinder--Grade 5 who are not yet proficient 
in the, language. The ELL program develops students’ 
language skills so that they can be successful in their 
academic work and social communication.  

“For the 
students that 

arrive with 
little or no 

English, their 
first task is 

learn the 
language so 

that they can 
participate 
fully in the 

classroom and 
make social 

connections.”
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The ELL program has  “Pull-Out” and 
“Push-In” components.  In the “Pull-Out” 
portion of the program, our language 
acquisition specialists Ms. Rosa Calo 
and Ms. María Inés Rodríguez have small 
groups of non-native English speakers for 
intensive language instruction.  Students 
are grouped according to their language 
levels and instruction can range from 
phonemic awareness to interpersonal 
communication skills to pre-teaching 
texts and vocabulary that students will 
encounter in their regular, or “mainstream,” 
classrooms.  Like the classroom teachers, 
ELL teachers teach reading and writing 
through the Readers and Writers Workshop 
methodology, which facilitates a smooth 
student transition into the English 
Language Arts mainstream classes.
 
In the “Push-In” component of the ELL 
program, the teacher accompanies one 
or two students in their mainstream 
English Language Arts class, providing 
personalized assistance for the English 
language learners.  The ELL teacher may 
lead a learning station, or small group 
lesson, on vocabulary or grammar for ELL 
students.  Or they may modify the lesson 
to match the language level of the ELL 
student.  The goal is for the student, with 

the structured support of the ELL teacher, 
to be fully immersed in the academic 
English environment.  This will accelerate 
the student’s language acquisition and 
ensure that they learn the academic 
content.
 
Typically, at the end of four to six 
semesters, elementary students that 
entered with little to no English, feeling shy 
and insecure because they did not know 
the language, will exit the ELL program.  
They will be able to function independently 
in the mainstream classroom and socialize 
and confidently with their peers.
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TEcHnOLOGy 
inSTRUcTiOn 
fOR A nEw AGE
Sylvia Fojo, Elementary Computer Science

A
t one time computer instruction 
focused on teaching students how 
to navigate and utilize a handful 

of “core” softwares.  Computer courses 
might be very similar from one year to the 
next, with perhaps a couple of the “core” 
softwares changing.  Nowadays it is nearly 
impossible to keep up with advances 
in technology and their implications for 
classroom instruction. Computer courses 
may be very different from one year to 
the next.  What does remain constant, 
however, is the focus on developing 
technology skills and dispositions 
regardless of the software or applications 
used by the students.

In 2016-17, Grades 1 through 5 
implemented a new Computer Science 
curriculum designed by the International 
Society for Technology Education (ISTE). 
The ISTE standards define skills and 
dispositions students will need to thrive 
in today’s tech-driven world. In addition, 
the ISTE standards prepare them for 

Secondary School.  Secondary School 
computer classes use the same standards 
and build on what the students learned in 
Elementary School.  

Although students still learn specific 
softwares in computer class, it is no longer 
sufficient. The goal is to teach students 
to use technology to create, design, 
communicate and collaborate, while at 
the same time acting in an ethical manner 
when on-line.   

This year Computer Science students 
frequently used technology to collaborate 
and communicate with experts and peers 
in different countries.  Skype has  become 
a valuable learning tool. Several times this 
year Elementary students participated 
in “#hack the classroom” activities. For a 
“#hack the classroom” event teachers and 
students from around the world connect 
via Skype and collaborate to complete a 
learning activity. 
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In addition, Grades 3 through 5 
students participated in a Skype 
conference with Ms. Celine Cousteau, 
a social and environmental advocate 
and filmmaker. Students learned about 
the native tribes in the Amazon. These 
tribes collectively face existential 
threats and agreed to appear in a 
documentary portraying their needs 
and challenges. Ms.Cousteau took 
questions from our students at the end 
of the session.

Technology can erase borders and 
allow students to access information 
and interact with people from around 
the world. In effect, elementary 
students can travel internationally 
without ever leaving the classroom.  
Grades 1 and 2 attended a virtual field 
trip to Badlands National Park located 
in South Dakota. Students interviewed 
a Park Ranger and learned about the 
biodiversity of the park.  Then, as part 
of an Earth Day celebration, Grade 3 
students had their own virtual field trip 
to Sanccob Penguins Hospital in South 
Africa. They spoke with the hospital’s 
lead veterinarian about the effects of oil 
spills on wildlife.Grades 1 and 2 taking 

virtual field trip to 
Badlands National Park
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Elementary students are also learning 
how to code, which allows them to use 
technology to create and design their 
own products. There are a number of 
excellent tools that introduce coding 
to students as young as four years old.  
These young students work with online 
tools such as Tynker and Scratch.

One  of this year’s highlights was 
Grade 5 students’ use of Microbits.   
Uruguayan American School is the 
first school in Uruguay to use this 
technology in the classroom.  Microbits 
are  pocket-sized codeable computers 
with motion detectors, a built-in 
compass and Bluetooth technology. 
Students used Microbits to animate 
objects through coding.  For example, 
one group produced a guitar that 
played music while another built a 
Lego car with lights, sirens and a horn. 
Students shared they were excited 
by the challenge of programming 
their creations.  For them, it was a 
fun project; for the teacher it was a 
powerful introduction to coding. 

Microbit Set

Students programming a Microbit

Students holding their Microbit-powered guitar

As technology continues to evolve, 
technology instruction will follow 
suit, always seeking to spur students’ 
creativity and to empower them with the 
skills they will need to be successful in 
school and beyond.
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THE  inTERnATiOnAL 
BAccALAUREATE 
diPLOmA PROGRAm 

I
f you have been part of the UAS community for the 
past four years, you have heard of the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Program, or as most students 

and teachers refer to it, “the IB.”  If your child is in high 
school, you are likely familiar with the program.  Those 
with children in lower grade levels may have heard of IB, 
but may not know its details.  Below is a brief outline of the 
contents and benefits of the IB Diploma Program.

What is the IB program?

•	 Inquirers
•	 Knowledgeable
•	 Thinkers
•	 Communicators

•	 Principled
•	 Open-minded
•	 Caring
•	 Risk-takers

•	 Balanced
•	 Reflective

Founded in 1968, the IB is a non-profit educational foundation headquartered in Geneva, 
Switzerland. Its stated mission is to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people 
who will help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding 
and respect. The IB has a learner profile, which is its mission statement translated into a set of 
learning outcomes for the 21st century.  As IB learners, students strive to be:

UAS was authorized to offer the IB Diploma Program beginning in the 2013-14 school year.  All 
UAS juniors and seniors study the IB program for their last two years of high school.
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What is the IB Diploma curriculum?
The Diploma Program curriculum is made 
up of six subject groups and the program  
core, which is theory of knowledge (TOK), 
creativity, activity, service (CAS) and the 
extended essay.  Students choose two-
year courses from the following subject 
groups: studies in language and literature; 
language acquisition; individuals and 
societies; sciences; mathematics; and 
the arts.  Students may opt to study an 
additional course in science, individuals 
and societies, or language instead of a 
course in the arts. 
 
Students will take some subjects at higher 
level (HL) and some at standard level (SL).  
HL and SL courses differ in scope but are 
measured according to the same grade 
descriptors, with students expected to 
demonstrate a greater body of knowledge, 
understanding and skills in the higher level 
courses.
 
Through the Diploma Program core, 
students reflect on the nature of 

knowledge, complete independent 
research and undertake a project that 
often involves community service. In 
the Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course 
students  critically examine different 
ways of knowing and different kinds 
of knowledge.  Creativity, Action, and 
Service (CAS) requires students to learn 
from the experience of participating in 
“real-life tasks” outside of the classroom.  
The·4,000-word Extended Essay, whose 
topic is chosen by the student, acquaints 
students with the kind of independent 
research and writing skills expected by 
universities.
 
UAS offers a wide array of IB courses for 
a small school, including three sciences, 
three maths, three languages, and two 
English courses.  Each one is offered at the 
higher and standard level so that students 
have many options when planning their 
two-year course of study.



18

The Toro Gazette

What are the benefits of the IB Diploma Program?
•	 IB programs are recognized around 

the world and ensure increased 
adaptability and mobility for IB 
students.  A student can begin the IB 
Diploma in one school and finish it in 
another.

•	 Many students graduating from the 
IB program find that it enhances their 
college opportunities.  In fact, many 
European universities require the IB 
Diploma for admission.

•	 Many students share that the skills, 
rigor and time management required to 
successfully complete the IB Diploma 
are an excellent preparation for 
university.

•	 Students can receive college credit 
for the successful completion of an IB 
course.

•	 In an era of rising college costs, where 
an undergraduate degree can cost 
nearly USD 200,000 in the United 
States, parents can save a significant 
amount of money if their child receives 

a semester’s or a year’s worth of credits 
for their IB work.

•	 According to statistics from the IB 
Office, students that studied the 
IB program were twice as likely to 
complete university in four years than 
students that did not study the IB.

•	 Former Diploma Program students in 
the United States are significantly more 
likely to attend a ‘selective’ or ‘highly 
selective’ institution compared to the 
average college-goer.

•	 In the United Kingdom, former Diploma 
Program students are more than twice 
as likely to attend a top 20 university 
than the average A level student.

•	 Surveys of university and college 
admissions staff in the United States, 
the European Union  and Australia 
show that these professionals are both 
familiar with the program and hold it in 
very high esteem compared to other 
qualifications.

In summary,  the rigor, diversity and depth of the IB Diploma Program is one of the most 
important ways in which UAS fulfills its mission to be an academically challenging learning 
community that prepares students to be lifelong learners and to attend universities all over 
the world.

For more information on the IB Diploma Program contact UAS IB 
Coordinator Gabriel Amaral or visit www.ibo.org.
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4-year 
Graduation 
Rates

IB Student Acceptance Rates at Selective Universities

Source: IBDP Graduate Destinations Survey 2011/12 conducted by i-graduate International Insight
Strictly copyright © IGI Services 2011
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IB Diploma Program: 
A Student Perspective
In December 2016, as a UAS Class of 2016 student neared 
the end of their first semester at university, they sent 
an unsolicited email to their former UAS teachers and 
administrators.  Below are excerpts from the email, which the 
student granted permission to publish anonymously:

“When I entered 10th grade, I was 
informed about the International 
Baccalaureate Diploma Program . . . . 
and took this program as part of my high 
school academic journey. From the very 
beginning, the challenging aspects of the 
IB were extremely obvious. Personally, I 
struggled some times, but decided to keep 
on going and never give up. When I took 
my exams in May 2016, I felt relieved that 
the program had ended. Although our 
teachers told us about the benefits of the 
IB and how the previous class to graduate 
from the IB program had been successful 
in their first year in university, I did not think 
it would have such a great impact on my 
personal journey. 
 
“There is no way to possibly  express 
with words how grateful I am to have 
studied the IB program. . . . I have realized 
many things in university about the 
actual benefits of the IB. There are many 
anecdotes about how the IB gave me an 
advantage in university.  
 

“Just two weeks ago, I was sitting in a 
lecture on “Quantitative Research.” I 
realized that all the things the professor 
mentioned, I had already learned in the IB. 
I was shocked at first because I couldn’t 
believe they were teaching me something 
that I had studied for two years in high 
school. However, this was not my only 
source of shock. It was also the fact that 
the people sitting around me . . . .were 
confused and upset that they could not 
understand a word the lecturer was 
saying. Even the lecturer mentioned at the 
end of the session, “It’s okay if you don’t 
understand it. It is a lot to take in in two 
hours.”
 
“I wanted to share my thoughts about 
the IB and how it has made me a more 
confident, stronger, intelligent and 
advanced student. This first semester has 
been a breeze for me.”
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dEfEnd OUR wORLd: 
EnGAGinG ARTiSTS 
in GLOBAL iSSUES

The article below, co-written by UAS art teacher Tendai Wilkinson and South African musician 
and environmental activist Charles Summerfield, was published in the May issue of Globally 
Informed, a peer-reviewed journal for international educators.  It is reprinted with the 
permission of Globally Informed.

Our world today is a place of many harsh realities. The 
balance of mother nature is often disturbed by human 
impact such as polluting the oceans with waste, destroying 
rainforests which are responsible for our oxygen, and the 
poaching of rare species. The list is long and seemingly 
endless. We are solely responsible for the destruction of 
our own environment. What can we do about this crisis? 
 
When poet and National Endowment for the Arts Chairman 
Dana Gioia gave the 2007 commencement address at 
Stanford University, he used the occasion to deliver an 
impassioned argument for the value of the arts and arts 
education:

Through the arts we can educate and empower others 
to be knowledgeable and proactive in preserving our 
earth. As educators, we need to equip students to tackle 
global issues that affect us all. Learners of all ages need to 
actively take part in becoming changemakers to prevent, 
assist, help and repair our fragile world. The arts can 
be used as a vessel of communication, that we can all 
understand, to impact positive changes in the world.

“Art is an irreplaceable way of understanding 
and expressing the world. There are some truths 
about life that can be expressed only as stories, 
or songs, or images. Art delights, instructs, 
consoles. It educates our emotions.”

María José Ospina - Grade 6
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How do we empower 
students to be 
changemakers through art?

The Learning

As a step towards positive change, students 
from the Uruguayan American School have 
embarked on a multi-faceted educational 
conservation project. In our project we 
invite students from different countries, 
backgrounds, races, religions and cultures 
to express their concerns about a global 
issue of their choice, mostly environmental.  
We also provide a network to share their 
artwork globally. By raising awareness 
around important global issues, such as 
animal poaching, pollution, and deforestation, 
students learn about an issue of concern and 
then express their passion and knowledge 
through art. The result of their art can then 
serve as a call to action for others.

UAS students learn about global issues 
in class by connecting with experts 
through Skype. They might Skype with 
a conservationist and artist who then 
introduces them to other experts such as 
rangers, ecologists, veterinarians, wildlife 
advisors. At UAS these Skype lessons are 
used as a starting point for discussions, 
questions and inspirations to create artwork. 
Instead of just learning about an art technique 
from the art teacher, art becomes a vehicle 
for raising awareness, learning new content, 
and finding solutions to global problems.

Elsa Perez - Grade 9

 Sachi Shadford - Grade 8
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Are you interested in joining 
this global movement?

To date, we have connected with students 
from Ecuador, Peru, and Japan. We 
encourage you to join us to be a voice for 
the voiceless. Empower your students to 
become changemakers through art and help 
defend our world. Please contact twilkinson@
uas.edu.uy to schedule a Skype lesson with 
your school and become part of this dynamic 
global arts project.

Artwork from UAS students about 
endangered species.

Alejandro Ruiz - Grade 10

Alejandro Ruiz - Grade 10
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ROBOTicS cLUB 
inTROdUcES 
STUdEnTS TO cOdinG 
And EnGinEERinG
Brad Melius and Sebastian Paredes, Robotics Club Advisors

A
lthough the school day officially 
ends at 3:35 PM, about 150 UAS 
students stay after school each 

day to participate in one of the many 
extracurricular sports and activities we 
offer.  The after school program is one of 
the ways we build and foster students’ 
skills and interests, encouraging them 
to aim high and to explore their world. In 
many cases
students discover skills and interests they 
never knew they had.
 
This year the Secondary School 
introduced an after school Robotics 
Club.  Every Wednesday about a dozen 
students joined with Technology teacher 
Sebastian Paredes and Science teacher 
Brad Melius to build and program Lego 
Mindstorm robots. Students were tasked 
with designing and programming an 
autonomous robot to solve various 
challenges. 
 

In the first semester, students built basic 
robots and tested the functionality of 
different design elements, including 
wheels, motors, sensors and brain 
orientation. Once the robot was built, 
students used block-based Lego 
Mindstorms EV3 software to achieve an 
objective. The programs were uploaded to 
a “Lego brain,” which executes the code 
that controls all the sensors and moving 
parts of the robot. Depending on their 
experience, students were given mini-
challenges to complete, such as stopping 
on a line, grabbing an object, and using 
a touch sensor to turn around. The most 
difficult challenge was to have a robot that 
escaped a simple maze regardless of its 
starting position. Some students pursued 
their own objectives--one group made a 
functional catapult and other made a dog 
that could sit and stand.
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The first semester culminated with a race down the bridge 
on the second floor. The most successful students built a 
solution for when their robot inevitably encountered a wall. 
In the end, the race depended on how far a robot could 
go, not the speed that it traveled!
 
In the second semester the Robotics Club added a Lego 
Robotics Competition challenge.  Students had to build a 
robot to complete challenges from the 2016-17 season of 
the First Lego League (FLL). This year’s theme was Animal 
Allies, and each robot challenge was representative of a 
global issue involving humans’ relationship with animals. 
Mission objectives included feeding cows, putting a pig 
back in its pen, and releasing a panda back into the wild. 
Students were randomly divided into groups. Each group 
decided which challenges to complete based on the 
difficulty and possible points earned as outlined in the 
official FLL rules. 
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The Lego Robotics Competition 
challenges added a new, entertaining 
element to the club.  Many students said 
that completing the challenges was the 
highlight of their experience in the club.  
Seventh grader Felipe Holguin described 
it this way: “The best thing is when you 
finish a challenge or you accomplish a 
task. And you say, ‘Yes! I did it, and it 
works!’ It is very satisfying.”
 
Besides introducing students to 
engineering and coding, Robotics 
Club taught students the importance 
of teamwork. There are many steps to 
completing a challenge. Students must 
plan a solution, design attachments for 
their robot, write a piece of code, run a 
test, and fix any physical or programming 

issues until the robot consistently 
accomplishes the mission. The 
complexity of the design process rewards 
collaboration. The students decide among 
themselves how to split up responsibilities.  
Reflecting on his Robotics experience, 
seventh grader Savvas Savvides said, 
“I learned to work better with people, 
to work as a team, to code and to meet 
deadlines.”
 
Next school year Robotics will be an 
elective course open to students in grades 
6 through 10. In addition, Mr. Paredes 
and Mr. Melius hope to have a group of 
UAS students participate in a robotics 
demonstration with Escuela Integral, 
Woodlands and other private schools in 
Montevideo.

“The best thing is when you 
finish a challenge or you 

accomplish a task. And you say, 
‘Yes! I did it, and it works!’ It is 

very satisfying.”
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OUTdOOR 
EdUcATiOn 
EXPERiEncE 
PROGRAm
In August 2016, UAS modified the Week 
Without Walls program, which had been in 
place for two years. In the Week Without 
Walls program,  mixed grade-level groups 
would travel internationally or locally or do 
community service in Montevideo for five to 
seven days.  This year’s trips were organized by 
grade levels and went to outdoor destinations 
within Uruguay for three or four days.  This 
new format ensures that all students have an 
outdoor experience, become more familiar with 
Uruguayan flora, fauna, and culture, and build 
closer connections with their classmates. All 
of the trips still have adventure, environmental 
education, and service components.  Under 
this new format, the program has been 
renamed “Outdoor Education Experience.” 
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Outdoor Education Experience 2016-17

Salto del Penitente

When

Where

Cabo PolonioReserva Indígena
Campamento

Artigas

Who Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

Why

Activities

Chaperons

Minas, Department of 
Lavalleja

· Setting traps and 
cameras to monitor the 
fauna

· Exploring the lagoon

· Seeing plant nursery, 
soil preparation, seed 
collection, sowing and 
seedling transplantation

· Fishing (catch and 
release)

· Handling capybaras to 
help with vaccine 
routines and healing of 
wounds

· Horseback riding

· Making 
compasses

· Cooking without 
electricity

· Cleaning the 
beach

· Touring the town

· Painting the local 
school

· Visiting Monte de 
Ombúes

Sebastián Paredes

Erin Mills

Brad Melius

Carla Silva

Joe Koss

María Jesús Iruleguy

Tavis Davidson

Sylvia Caballero

Work with local 
public elementary 
school:
· Cultural exchange 
with the students.
· Community service 
work.
 
Enjoy the camp 
activities.
 
Theory of 
Knowledge Debate

Department of 
Maldonado

Department of 
Colonia

Department of 
Rocha

September 2016September 2016 March 2017March 2017
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Getting Away 
From It All: Senior 
Class Travels To 
Cabo Polonio
Nicolás Bruni, Outdoor Education Coordinator

T
he Outdoor Education Experience program moves 
students beyond the borders of the classroom 
exposing them to new experiences, ones that they 

might not necessarily encounter on their own.  Students 
learn new life skills, participate in community service, 
develop leadership and problem-solving skills, and/or 
increase their understanding of themselves and of other 
cultures. The trips expose students to physical, emotional, 
and intellectual challenges that make them more well-
rounded and stronger learners and people.

During the first days of September 2016,  the senior 
class traveled for four days to Cabo Polonio in the 
department of Rocha.  Cabo Polonio is an isolated, rustic 
government-protected nature area about 260 kilometers 
from Montevideo. Located close to a sea lion colony, the 
small town of 95 year-round residents is nestled among 
picturesque sand dunes and beautiful beaches.

The adventure began as soon as the bus arrived in the 
town of Valizas.  The first challenge was to actually arrive 
to Cabo Polonio.   The students crossed a stream by boat 
with the help of  local fishermen, then mounted horses for 
an hour and a half ride to Marcelo´s Hostel. 

Braving the elements to 
arrive to Cabo Polonio
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After settling into their rooms, the students participated in 
different icebreaker activities, made their own compasses 
from scratch, and walked around town looking for 
landmarks with the help of an an aerial photo. At night, 
the group prepared their own dinner. There is no electric 
power in Cabo Polonio and candles are the only source 
of light available. Maybe it was the darkness or the lack of 
cell phones, but during the entire trip there was a warm 
atmosphere of sharing and group interaction.
 
On Day 2, the group went to Las Cañas, a hostel owned 
by a local family, 2 kilometers from Cabo. The family 
lives there year round and grows their own vegetables 
and fruits. Students were fascinated by the family’s daily 
routines and organic food.  Once the sun came out, 
students hit the beach to relax and play sports.  Later in 
the afternoon, the host Marcelo led a tour through town 
sharing the history of the place, its fishermen, and its 
lighthouse.  
 
Day 3 was full of activities. In the morning, students joined 
with National Park Rangers to clean the beach. It was 
a first-hand opportunity to learn about environmental 
pollution and how we can make a difference.  As one 
student noted, “Picking up trash from the beach really 
raised my awareness about the impact human beings can 
have on the environment.” 

Seniors crossing 
Arroyo Valizas to 
arrive to Cabo Polonio
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After enjoying fresh-caught fish for lunch, the group 
headed to the local public school, a small house with only 
four students. The seniors shared  life stories with the 
local children. Afterwards they painted a large portion of 
the school and helped build a new library. (Later the UAS 
community donated books to the library in November.) 
Exhausted but happy, the group finished the day with 
some beach volleyball until sunset.
 

The following morning the seniors hiked into the 
extraordinary Monte de Ombúes forest, the largest grove 
of these unique trees in the Rio de Plata region, then 
continued their return journey to Montevideo.
 
Like the other Outdoor Education Experience trips, the 
Cabo Polonio trip was a challenging opportunity for the 
students to abandon their comfort zone and  test their 
limits. All of seniors returned to class on Monday marked 
by the experience. One senior commented.

Students pause for a snack in their cabin

“The service 
aspect and 

having students 
view the world 

in a different 
perspective 

was the best 
part.  I also 

liked the sense 
of friendship 

and closeness 
that came from 
spending time 
together as a 

group.”
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Grade 9 outside 
their cabin at Salto 
del Penitente

Reserva Indígena 
in Maldonado

Ninth grader preparing 
to rappel

UAS and elementary students of 
local school in Colonia
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2016 - 2017
SAAc & fRiEndSHiP 
GAmES ROUnd UP
•	 Volleyball
UAS hosted this year’s tournament from 
October 20 to 22 at two different venues: 
the UAS campus and the Complejo 
Deportivo Naval. The Girls Team had their 
best tournament ever, finishing in fourth 
place. The Boys Team played several close 
games, but ended up in fifth place.
 

•	 Soccer
This year’s tournament took place at 
Lincoln School in Buenos Aires from 
November 17 to 19. The Boys Team had 
a tough tournament.  They were unable 
to win a game and finished in sixth place. 
The Girls Team, on the strength of goals 
by Jessica Armstrong and Shaniah Walker, 
came up with two big wins on the final day 
of competition to wind up in third place. 

 

•	 Swimming
The UAS Swim Team had another strong 
performance at The International School 
Nido de Aguilas in Santiago on November 
18 and 19.  All told, UAS swimmers earned 
5 gold, 14 silver and 9 bronze medals in  
individual events and relays. Juan Muci, 
Camila Gumucio and Jesus Marugan were 
the top three medal winners for UAS.

 

•	 Basketball
This year’s SAAC Basketball Tournament 
was played in the International School 
of Curitiba’s outstanding new gym from 
April 6 to 8. The Boys Team could not 
defend their 2016 championship,  ending 
up in fourth place after losing to Lincoln in 
the third place game. On the other hand, 
the Girls Team finished undefeated and 
won their first SAAC tournament ever in 
any sport. The Girls came back from a 
10-point fourth quarter deficit against Nido 
de Aguilas, capped off by a three-point 
buzzer beater by Julia Rey to give UAS the 
championship. 

•	 Fine Arts Festival
The International School Nido de Aguilas 
hosted the sixth Fine Arts Festival from 
March 30 to April 1. This year’s theme 
was “Extreme Present: Harnessing the 
Future.”  Sixteen UAS students travelled 
to Santiago to collaborate with artists from 
the five other SAAC schools.  Drama and 
art students wrote, directed and produced 
an original one-act play.  Music students 
closed the festival with a one 1.5 hour 
concert featuring original, contemporary, 
and classical pieces. 
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•	 Middle School Friendship Games
In the first semester, Lincoln School in Buenos Aires 
hosted the Soccer and Volleyball Friendship Games. 
Although winning is not the focus of the Friendship Games, 
UAS teams played very well.  The Girls Soccer Team was 
undefeated and did not allow a goal.  The  Boys Soccer 
Team lost just one game. The Volleyball mini games were 
exciting with UAS teams having an equal number of wins 
and losses.  UAS athletes showed a notable improvement 
in their volleyball skills.  
 
In the second semester, the International School of 
Curitiba joined UAS and Lincoln in Buenos Aires for the 
Basketball and Soccer Friendship Games. The Girls Teams 
returned home undefeated in basketball and soccer, with 
one tie in soccer against Lincoln. The Boys Basketball 
Team won their three games while the Soccer Team had 
two victories and one loss. The event ended with a pizza 
and dance evening at the school, with students having fun 
and respecting the true spirit of these games: making new 
friends.
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2016 SAAC Volleyball Tournament at UAS
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The SAAC 
Experience: More 
Than Just Sports
An Interview with Seniors Josh Hamilton 
and Beatriz Fantini

U
AS joined the Southern Cone Athletics Conference, now 
called the South American Activities Conference (SAAC), 
in 2007. Besides UAS, the conference is composed of 

The International School Nido de Aguilas in Chile, Roosevelt 
School in Peru, Lincoln School in Argentina, American School 
of Quito, and the International School Curitiba.  Each year there 
are basketball, volleyball, swimming, and soccer tournaments 
and a Fine Arts Festival.  Over the years SAAC has become 
embedded in UAS culture.  The student athletes eagerly 
anticipate each tournament.  When UAS hosts a tournament the 
entire community mobilizes to support our student athletes and 
host our visitors.  
 
Obviously the focus of SAAC is the sports competition, or in the 
case of the arts festival collaboration and creation.  Yet, among 
students, SAAC is more than just a sports tournament or an arts 
festival.
 
Graduating seniors Josh Hamilton and Beatriz Fantini sat down 
with Director Matthew Beata to discuss their SAAC experiences.  
During his high school career Josh Hamilton played in 
basketball, soccer, and volleyball SAAC tournaments.  He 
participated in a total of nine tournaments.  In four years, Beatriz 
participated in 13 SAAC events, including basketball, soccer, 
swimming and the Fine Arts Festival.
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Mr. Beata: Why is SAAC so 
important to students?
Beatriz: For us girls, SAAC tournaments are  the only time 
we compete against other schools. We get to work toward 
a goal--winning a tournament.  SAAC teams also bring 
people together, even people from different grades. We 
travel and spend three or four days at a different school 
and in a host’s house so we get to know our teammates 
well and return to UAS closer.
 
Josh: SAAC tournaments are more than just playing the 
sport. It is the whole experience that makes it much more 
special and important for me. There is the trip in general, 
which is exciting. Plus, traveling with the team brings us 
closer together.  Even when SAAC is held in Montevideo, 
you feel that it is something bigger than just playing a 
sport. 
 
Beatriz: Also, the coaches inspire us to be better people. 
At the end of each tournament, whether we win or lose, 
we have a group chat with them. The coaches always send 
us positive messages after tournaments to support us. 
They truly inspire us.
 
Josh: The coaches are so important. They can be very 
intense during tournaments and get excited, but they are 
good people and genuinely interested in us as players and 
people. They are one of the reasons SAAC is such a great 
experience.
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Mr. Beata: What does it mean 
to you to be part of a UAS 
SAAC team?
Beatriz: I think once you put on the UAS uniform for SAAC 
you are representing the school and Uruguay. For those 
four days, we are all UAS and Uruguayan, no matter where 
we are from. We become a strong UAS community.
 
Josh: Maybe that is what makes SAAC teams different 
from my club teams. We are all representing one school 
and one country.  For four days we are all Uruguayan.

“For those four days, we are all 
UAS and Uruguayan, no matter 

where we are from.”
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Mr. Beata: How hard is it to 
keep up with school work if 
you participate in a SAAC 
tournament? Does it impact 
your academics?

Mr. Beata: Have you made 
friendships that you will 
continue after High School?

Josh: I don’t think so. The teachers are really 
understanding if you talk to them before the tournament to 
arrange your work. 
 
Beatriz: It depends how you organize yourself. You have to 
talk to your teachers, plan ahead, and work harder before 
you travel.  You have a responsibility to your team, but also 
to your school work.

Beatriz: Yes. I made some really good friends from hosting. 
You get to know people from many different places and 
then continue to stay in touch. We talk about what we are 
doing and the colleges we will attend. At the end of the 
tournaments, it is so sad to say goodbye to everyone. It is 
like saying goodbye to a friend you have known for a long 
time.
 
Josh: That happens.  A senior last year who played 
volleyball got accepted to a university.  She went to the 
school’s freshmen web page to see who was attending 
the school.  She saw a friend from Roosevelt, and they got 
back in touch with each other.  Now they are roommates in 
college.

“I didn’t realize 
what a great 
opportunity SAAC 
was until my 
senior year when 
I started thinking 
about all the 
countries I had 
visited and all 
the people from 
around the world 
I had met.”  
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Mr. Beata: What is your most 
memorable SAAC experience?

Mr. Beata: Is there anything 
you would like to add?

Beatriz:  One was when I was in eighth grade.  I will never forget UAS was hosting the 
basketball tournament.  It was so exciting, especially that the boys won the tournament.  I 
wasn’t even on the SAAC team, but it was a school thing, a school experience.  
 
Then in my junior year, we were playing soccer against Argentina. I don’t really shoot at 
the goal often. In fact, I was trying to make a pass. The ball went too high and went in the 
goal. For ten seconds I didn’t know what was happening, and then all the girls mobbed me. 
I couldn’t believe it. I scored a goal!  I will always remember that moment, not only scoring 
the goal but also how happy everyone was that we placed second in the tournament.
 
Josh: I will remember this past volleyball SAAC tournament at UAS in October when we 
were playing against Peru. Peru was better than us skillwise, and we had lost the first set. 
In the second set, the gym was filled. All the Middle School students were screaming and 
cheering.  Our team played really well and we won. That moment felt like big-time sports.

Beatriz: I think is important to talk about Fine Arts SAAC. 
It is such a different experience, and I am so happy it 
was added.  Fine Arts SAAC is all about getting to know 
people and sharing your love for music and drama. It is 
more collaborative and not competitive. I would also like to 
add that being able to play the three sports that I love is a 
special quality of UAS. I know I will never have that chance 
again. 
 
Josh:  I didn’t realize what a great opportunity SAAC 
was until my senior year when I started thinking about 
all the countries I had visited and all the people from 
around the world I had met.  I never imagined I could be 
so competitive, and so in love with the sport itself.  SAAC 
surely brings out the best in you.
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Marisa Cao, Elementary School Counselor

wORkSHOP 
SUPPORTS UAS 
PAREnTS
“Parent education strengthens families 
by providing relevant, effective education 
and support and encouraging an optimal 
environment for the healthy growth and 
development of parents, caregivers and 
children.” - National Parenting Education 
Network 

P
arenting is perhaps the most difficult job since there 
is no prior formal training, and children do not come 
with an instruction manual.  Although the rewards are 

immeasurable, the challenges are also numerous. Often 
we seek answers through magazine articles and books, 
actively searching for that magic recipe to make us better 
parents. Parenting is a unique journey that is made easier 
with training and support.

Once again this year UAS offered classes for parents of 
children ages 5 to 12. These classes provided strategies to 
foster positive and effective relationships between parents 
and children. Twelve mothers attended this year’s course. 
We met once a week for six weeks for a two-hour session. 
During each class the group discussed readings and videos 
that presented “real life” parenting scenarios.
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“The techniques they taught 
us in the course helped me and 
my children to better deal with 
frustrations, fears and doubts.”

Throughout the course parents learned important 
skills such as communicating effectively with children, 
disciplining while teaching responsibility, encouraging the 
development of self-esteem and character, redirecting 
misbehavior, and promoting nonviolent conflict resolution. 

One parent participant noted, “The techniques they taught 
us in the course helped me and my children to better deal 
with frustrations, fears and doubts.”

A hallmark of these classes is the opportunity to connect 
with others and realize that all parents experience the 
same challenges. Since there is a safe, non-judgemental 
environment, workshop participants openly reflect on their 
parenting practices, share effective strategies, and provide 
feedback for each other.

For me personally, as a facilitator of the course over the 
last five years, and as a mother myself, it has been a 
powerful learning experience and an opportunity to have 
closer contact with many UAS parents.  

The Active Parenting workshop will be offered again in the 
first semester of the 2017-18 school year.  We look forward 
to your participation.  As one parent summed it up, “It both 
encourages and reassures me that my husband and I are 
on the right track, always learning from each other and 
other UAS parents. Being parents is not easy but we are 
not alone, and there are no mistakes, only opportunities.”
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cOLLEGE 
PREPARATiOnS dURinG  
winTER BREAk
Ana Flores, Secondary & College Counselor

T
he July break is a perfect time for 
students to relax, spend time with 
family and friends, and pursue their 

hobbies.  It is also an opportunity for them 
to start or continue planning for college.
The Class of 2018 has already begun 
preparations for the college application 
season.  This school year they attended 
college fairs and presentations at UAS, 
requested recommendation letters, took 

the SAT and/or ACT, created resumes and 
started their personal statements and 
admission essays.  Early Action and Early 
Decision deadlines for college applications 
start in October and November, and 
regular decision college applications 
deadlines are from January  through 
March 2018.  Below are some ways in 
which parents can support their child 
during the break. 

1. Visit colleges with your child.  If you are planning a visit, 
contact Ana Flores to obtain a list of questions you  might 
ask during your tour.

2. Continue to research universities online through 
CollegeBoard, UCAS and Eunicas.

3. Assist your child with narrowing down their list of universities 
to between 5 and 8 and keeping track of application 
deadlines. 

4. Offer to review college admission essays or personal 
statements.

5. Review college applications before they are submitted.

6. Assist with financial arrangements for college application 
fees, test fees and score reports.
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7. Remind your child to send SAT, ACT and/or TOEFL/IELTS 
scores to the colleges to which they are applying.

8. Contact Secondary School Secretary Virginia Symonds to 
request an official transcript.  Some schools may accept an 
official electronic transcript from the college counselor, Ana 
Flores.

9. Inform your child about the free test preparation offered 
through Khan Academy, if she is planning to take or retake 
the SAT, ACT and/or TOEFL/IELTS.

During the entire college application 
process, it is crucial for parents to have 
open conversations with their about 
college selection and post-graduation 
options.  Support and guide your child but 
allow them to make their own decisions.  
When admissions decisions start to arrive, 
celebrate your child’s acceptances to 
colleges.  If she is not accepted to her 
first choice university,  encourage her to 
explore different options.  What is most 

important is that your child attends a 
school where she is a good fit and has the 
opportunity to develop her skills, talents 
and passions.  
Although college may seem far into the 
future for ninth and tenth graders, the 
time will go very quickly.  Below are steps 
parents and students can take to begin 
to prepare themselves for the college 
application process.

1. Discuss potential careers with your child.  Help them to 
identify interests, likes, dislikes, and goals.

2. Suggest extracurricular activities and/or summer programs.  
Encourage your child to become actively involved in a sport, 
school club, music or drama group, or volunteer activity.

3. Research universities online through CollegeBoard, UCAS 
and Eunicas. 

4. Begin a free test preparation course at Khan Academy.   All 
10th graders will take the PSAT in October 2017.

Source: College Counseling Sourcebook
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PAREnT SUPPORT 
GROUP 2016-2017 
SUmmARy Of EvEnTS

T
he Parent Support Group (PSG) is an enthusiastic and 
involved group of parents that work with each other and 
the school to support student  programs and activities.  As 

the school year comes to an end, we would like to recap the 
school events the Parent PSG supported, especially the “Big 
Four”: Welcome Barbecue, Thanksgiving Lunch, International 
Fair and the Annual Flea Market.

The UAS Welcome Barbecue featured magnificent weather 
and was a wonderful opportunity to gather on the terrace and 
soccer field with new families, students from Elementary to High 
School, staff and teachers and their families. As students played 
basketball and soccer and frolicked on the “bouncy castles,” 
National Honor Society and Student Council groups sold drinks 
and popcorn to raise funds for their community service projects.  
We thank Nativa and Grupocine for the donations that made this 
possible. The event was a fun way for new families and students 
to connect with the UAS community.
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The UAS Thanksgiving Lunch 
is a school tradition that has 
become emblematic: the whole 
community comes together to 
rejoice, express gratitude, and 
share a meal.  Each table at 
the feast is a mix of elementary 
and secondary students, 
teachers, administrators, and 
staff members.  The seating 
arrangement symbolizes the 
closeness and warmth of the 
UAS community.  The event 
would not have been so 
touching but for the help of 
volunteer parents who come 
to set the tables and serve the 
students, teachers and staff.Thanksgiving Lunch.

The UAS International Week took place in 
April, with amazing shows and a successful 
International Fair with more than 20 country 
booths.  Each booth celebrated the history, 
traditions, and culture of a different country.  
Taken together, the International Fair  illustrates 
the richness and diversity of our UAS community. 
A surprise performance of Uruguayan tamboriles 
at the end of the event was the cherry on top of 
this multi-flavored international cake.
 
Finally, in May we organized our annual Flea 
Market, as a community event to support  UAS 
families, staff and teachers, who are moving and 
need to leave Uruguay “lighter.” Despite the rainy 
weather, we had very good attendance this year.  
Visitors found the most varied types of treasures, 
from official soccer t-shirts to a rare tennis ball 
court container!
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We want to thank the entire community for all 
its support, and especially teachers of the All 
School Events Committee and Room Mothers, 
who not only made the Big Four events fun 
and successful,  but also did an outstanding 
job decorating Elementary classrooms 
for Halloween and organizing the Ability 
Awareness Day Snack.
 
In 2017-2018 the PSG will once again 
celebrate UAS’s students and community.  
We hope that even more parents are able to 
join us.  The first meeting of the year will be 
announced in August.
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Comings and Goings . . .

J
une is an exciting time as we end the school year and look forward to an extended 
vacation.  But it is bittersweet since we must also say goodbye to teachers, colleagues 
and friends. This year UAS bids farewell to eight fine educators. We sincerely thank 

them for their commitment and dedication to students over the years and wish them all the 
best as they begin new stages in their lives.

•	 Joe Koss and Elizabeth Toussaint 
(Geography/TOK/Design Technology 
& Media teacher and Grade 2 teacher) 
will be moving to San Diego, California 
after four years at UAS. Joe will teach 
humanities at the Gary and Jerri-Ann 
Jacobs High Tech High Charter School.  
Elizabeth will teach elementary school 
at High Tech Elementary Chula Vista, 
which is also part of the High Tech High 
network of schools. They will bring 
their dog Flor, found on the streets of 
Arocena, back to the United States with 
them.  

•	 Jill Janak, our Secondary Math teacher, 
will leave UAS after three years. She will 
take time to do some traveling before 
heading back to Florida to be with her 
mother. 

•	 David Harms, our Secondary English 
teacher, will return to the Richmond, 
Virginia area after two years at UAS. Dr. 
Harms will continue teaching English 
at either an independent school or a 
university.  

•	 Kaya McAnear, our Grade 2 teacher, 
is moving to Nicaragua, where she will 
teach second grade at the Nicaraguan 

American School.  Kaya will continue 
closer to her sister’s family, who runs a 
tourism company on Lake Nicaragua.

•	 Amanda DeStefano is moving to 
Panamá City, where she will continue as 
an elementary learning specialist  at the 
International School of Panama. Amanda 
is looking forward to endless summers, 
weekends at the beach, and of course, 
working with her very special students in 
Panama.

•	 Melanie Cobham, Secondary Art 
teacher, has decided to take a break 
from teaching to continue her art 
studies. Starting in December or 
January, Melanie will be be studying 
for a Masters in Fine Arts at either the 
Royal College of Art, the University of 
the Arts in London or the Rhode Island 
School of Design. In the meantime, she 
will be exhibiting her work in Berlin and 
Paris, and also attending workshops and 
courses at universities there.

•	 Wilma Gendelhuys, our Grade 5 
teaching assistant, will leave us after 
four years to start her own wool fashion 
business.
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UAS Welcomes 
New Educators

Alex Wasik will be our new Secondary Social Studies and TOK 
teacher. Originally from Ontario, Canada, Alex has taught Social Studies 
and TOK in Vietnam and Korea for the past six years.  Before heading 
overseas, Alex taught in the Grand River Indian reserve school system in 
Canada. Alex has chaperoned international trips, coached basketball and 
volleyball, and advised several student clubs, including the Global Issues 
Network.  Besides holding Bachelors and Masters degrees in Education, 
Alex also has a specialization in English as a Second Language. Outside 
of school Alex is a certified lifeguard and swim instructor and loves to play 
sports, such as ultimate frisbee, in his free time. He also enjoys cycling, 
surfing, and hiking.

In August when we return refreshed from 
vacation to a new school year filled with 
potential, we will welcome a new group of 
six committed educators to our UAS team.

Greg Cross is a U.S. National Board certified teacher who has 
been teaching Calculus, Algebra and Geometry in Korea for the past four 
years.  Prior to Korea, Greg taught math in Florida and served as a district 
technology integrator, providing professional development on effective use 
of technology in the classroom.  Greg will join UAS as a secondary and IB 
math teacher. He holds a Bachelors degree in Mathematics Education and 
a Masters degree in Instructional Technology.  He will be joined by his wife 
Nancy.  Besides being an educator, Greg is also an avid musician who has 
played guitar in several bands over the years.
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Kim Coyle will join the UAS team as a Secondary English 
teacher.  She is also a U.S. National Board certified teacher with six years 
experience in Tennessee, United States teaching English, AP English, and 
AP European History.  Kim holds a Bachelors degree in English Literature 
and European history and a Masters degree in English Education from 
Vanderbilt University.  Outside the classroom Kim is deeply involved in 
student life, chaperoning international trips, coaching volleyball, basketball, 
and debate, and sponsoring a literary magazine and travel club.  Kim 
herself is an active writer with publications in several magazines and a 
dedicated traveler who has visited 43 states and 23 countries.

Katie Saulsbury will join the Elementary School as a 
third grade teacher.  Katie has been teaching lower elementary school 
grades in Maryland, United States for the past four years. Immediately 
after completing her Bachelors degree in Elementary Education and 
her Teacher of English as a Foreign Language (TOEFL) certificate, Katie 
moved to Santiago, Chile for a semester where she taught English in public 
schools.  Her hobbies include traveling and exploring new places, trying 
new restaurants and foods, doing anything active outside, reading, and 
spending time with friends and family.

María José Ambrois will be our new IB Visual Arts 
teacher.  Currently she is an associate professor of IB Visual Arts at The 
British Schools and has also taught at a public school in Montevideo.  In 
addition, she has provided art educational workshops for rural teachers in 
Uruguay.  María José studied fine and visual arts in Montevideo and Rio 
de Janeiro and obtained a Bachelors in Visual Arts from Universität der 
Künste in Berlin, Germany. María José is a practicing artist whose specialty 
is mixed media and art installations.  She has exhibited in several European 
countries, Mexico, Brazil and Uruguay.

Ana Inés Capdevila will be our new Elementary 
Learning Specialist.  Ana Inés will be joining us from our neighboring 
school The Anglo American School, where she has worked as a Learning 
Specialist and classroom teacher for the past three years.  Ana Inés has 
a teaching degree from the Instituto de Formación Docente and two 
diplomas in special learning needs from the Universidad de Católica.  When 
not in the classroom, Ana Inés enjoys being in the kitchen where she loves 
to cook for her two sons Nicolás and Juan Manuel.
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