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As we come to the end of the first 
semester of the 2017-18 school year, I 
marvel at how quickly the time goes. I 
vividly remember the first day of school 
when 55  students nervously entered 
their new school; when our new sixth 
graders first made that turn into the 
secondary wing, instead of continuing 
down to the elementary corridor; 
and when juniors apprehensively 
began their IB journey. Fast forward 
to December and a semester of 
classes, projects, presentations, sports 
tournaments, and performances are 
already behind us. 

Speaking of the passage of time, the 
second semester will mark the 60th 
anniversary of the Uruguayan American 
School. UAS first opened its doors in 
a converted house on Avenida Luis 
B. Cavia in Pocitos with only twelve 

students.  Since its origin, UAS offered 
a unique educational opportunity 
unlike any other school in Uruguay. 
Its founders promoted an intercultural 
understanding between Uruguay and 
the United States and provided a U.S.-
style education in an international 
school setting,  which included 
academic programs of both countries. 

Throughout its existence, UAS has sought 
to grow and improve by moving to newer, 
larger facilities, introducing new academic 
programs and implementing new 
technologies and teaching methodologies.  
Fast forward 60 years and we are now 
a school of nearly 300 students situated 
on three hectares of land in a modern, 
purpose-built building. There have been 
many changes over six decades, but 
the commitment to providing a superior 
education has remained constant.

Matthew C. Beata, Director

FROM THE 
DIRECTOR’S DESK

60 Years of Teaching for the Future



3

The Toro Gazette

The spirit of continuous improvement still 
permeates UAS, prompting us to be future-
focused in the educational experiences 
we offer our students. Over the past two 
semesters we have been working to clearly 
define the students’ learning outcomes and 
to agree on learning principles that will create 
the conditions for students to attain these 
outcomes. 

There are libraries of research from 
both the education and business worlds 
demonstrating that the most effective 
organizations are those in which members 
share a consensus about its goals.  UAS is 
guided by its mission to be a “multicultural, 
academically challenging learning community 
that prepares students to be responsible 
global citizens and lifelong learners through 
U.S., international and Uruguayan curricula,” 
and its vision of “providing a premier 
education in South America.”  

Our mission and vision give us direction. 
It is the specifics of our goals that make 
the mission and vision come alive. What 
exactly would a student that received an 
“academically challenging,” premier South 
American education look like? Our curriculum 
defines the specific skills and knowledge 
that students will learn.  But what about 
the life skills--leadership, problem solving, 
collaboration--that are so crucial to success?  
What dispositions and competencies should 

students learn while at UAS in order to 
prepare them to succeed in the world into 
which they will graduate?

Working with education consultant Dr. 
Syna Morgan, we explored these questions 
with administrators, teachers, staff and 
representative groups of students and 
parents in order to create a profile of the UAS 
learner. We considered the changes in our 

What dispositions and competencies should students 
learn while at UAS in order to best prepare them to 
succeed in the world into which they will graduate?
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world and discussed  the types of teaching 
and learning experiences students need. 

In addition, Dr. Morgan gave us an 
interesting look at recent research on 
characteristics of the current generation—
Generation Z. She also shared the 
evolution from the 1970s to 2013 of the 
critical skills sought by Fortune 500 
companies and the vital 21st century skills 
identified by educational think tanks.  

In the end, we compiled, categorized, 
combined, eliminated, refined and debated 
the responses from all stakeholder groups, 

considered the research, and emerged 
with five competencies that all students 
should possess through their experience at 
UAS, whether for 5 months, 5 years or 15 
years:

· Emotional intelligence
· Creativity
 · Critical thinking
· Collaboration
· Global awareness

We also identified the skills and 
dispositions that would demonstrate that a 
student has attained these competencies.  
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Going forward, we will identify the programs, policies, 
practices, and instructional methodologies already in place 
that foster the development of these competencies and 
look to implement new ones.  Equipped with knowledge, 
skills, and these core competencies, students will be well 
prepared for success, and as we enter our seventh decade, 
UAS will continue its tradition of offering a unique, rigorous 
education.

Since students are particularly  engaged by visual images, we have developed a graphic 

representation of the core competencies as part of the UAS learner profile process. When 

we introduce the learner profile to students in the second semester, this graphic will help 

them learn and retain the competencies. 
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W
alking into an Elementary School classroom, 
one’s first impression may be of a unified group.  
Students are wearing the same uniform, using the 

same textbook, following the same classroom routines, and 
perhaps even sitting together in one area.  However, this 
outward appearance overlooks the fact that each student 
is a distinct individual with different abilities, achievement 
levels, and learning needs. So how does a teacher ensure 
that all students meet the same learning objectives?

Differentiated instruction is one of the most effective 
teaching methodologies in these diverse classrooms. In 
differentiated instruction, teachers adjust elements of a 
lesson, teaching approaches, and time spent so that all 
students grasp a skill or concept. The keys to differentiated 
instruction are determining students’ initial achievement 
levels, monitoring their progress, and adjusting instructional 
strategies and groups as students’ needs evolve.

While differentiation is a hallmark of Elementary School 
instruction in general, in this article we focus on its 
implementation in Mathematics. This year third graders 
work with three teachers in Mathematics so that the 25 
students in the grade level can be divided into three 
smaller groups. During the first weeks of the semester, we 
assess each student’s overall math skills to create needs-
based groups to receive specialized instruction. 

WE TEACH STUDENTS, 
NOT CLASSES 
Mariela López | María Inés Rodríguez | Katie Saulsbury, Grade 3 Teachers

Unlike a “one 
size fits all” 

approach for 
the entire class, 

differentiated 
instruction 

meets the needs 
of individual 

students, 
ensuring they 

are able to 
meet these 

expectations.

Math Differentiation in the 
Third Grade
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We meet weekly as a team to establish specific goals for 
each group, plan lessons and assessments, discuss ideas for 
differentiated instructional strategies, and share resources 
and materials according to each student’s and group’s needs. 

As the semester progresses, we continue to assess students 
prior to each unit. This periodic assessment provides us with 
relevant data to adjust groupings and instructional strategies. 
Often the composition of the groups change because 
students’ skill levels vary based on unit topics and their 
progress during the year. In addition, the teacher also changes 
the group with which she works so that students are exposed 
to a different teaching style, and teachers get to know and 
form positive relationships with all third graders.

Looking back on the first semester, we have found that these 
flexible groupings, varied instructional strategies, and weekly 
planning meetings have created a supportive, focused learning 
environment for our students. Ultimately, all students are 
expected to master the same essential knowledge, concepts, 
and skills. Unlike a “one size fits all” approach for the entire 
class, differentiated instruction meets the needs of individual 
students, ensuring they are able to meet these expectations. 
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ENCOURAGING 
MULTICULTURAL 
UNDERSTANDING

U
AS is a unique bubble of cultural diversity. 
The name itself merges two identities 
(Uruguayan and American) under the 

common umbrella of education. The forty-seven 
flags that line our entrance solidifies the clear 
pride we take in our unity and our differences. 
As a new teacher, I am overjoyed that UAS 
encourages students and teachers to take 
educational risks, to think beyond our safe-haven, 
and  to explore differing perspectives and global 
challenges. The ninth graders were exposed to 
this explorative thinking through their introduction 
to Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary 
of a Part-Time Indian. The story follows a young 
Native American boy who struggles with the two 
vastly different worlds of school and home. At 
school he must forge his way through a white 
middle-class culture that misunderstands the 
extreme poverty and community issues he and 
other Native Americans face in their daily lives. 
At the same time, Junior is also surprised that 
the “white world” he exalted for so long contains 
several problems of its own.
 

Kimberly Coyle, Secondary English Teacher

We all may be part-time 
Uruguayan, part-time 

American, and part-time 
other nationality, but under 

one roof, we are all UAS.

The Absolutely True 
Diary of Ninth Grade 
English
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Although there were some challenges 
to fully comprehend life on a Native 
American reservation, students immediately 
connected with Junior’s daily dilemma 
of being “part-time,” i.e., a member of 
two different cultures simultaneously. 
We had several discussions surrounding 
how school seems like a little contained 
bubble within Montevideo. First, the ninth 
graders recognized the cultural inclusivity 
and diversity of UAS, evidenced by the 
numerous countries represented within 
their own classroom. Second, they debated 
whether they  were able to retain their native 
culture identity or if they adopted a different 
culture identity while at school. Finally, the 
ninth-grade class set out to create The 
Absolutely True Diary of a UAS Student. 

The students completed Diary Projects 
that outlined do’s, don’ts and must knows 

for new students coming to UAS. These 
projects highlighted the warm atmosphere 
of UAS, while also explaining and comparing 
aspects of different cultures. Diaries ranged 
from video projects to hip-hop songs to 
puzzles. There was even a graphic organizer 
describing the etiquette surrounding the 
Uruguayan cheek-kiss greeting. Students 
put in significant thought and creativity 
to ensure their voices and cultures were 
heard. By the end, not only had I learned 
a great amount about my new school from 
the students’ perspectives, but also saw 
just how powerfully those displayed flags 
impact our students. We all may be part-time 
Uruguayan, part-time American, and part-
time other nationality, but under one roof, we 
are all UAS.
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CHARRÚA
2017 - 2018
Tavis Davidson, Yearbook Teacher

This year High School is offering Yearbook 
class as an elective.  Led by Mr. Cadenas 
and Mr. Davidson, this specialized class 
trains students in photography, desktop 
publishing and photo editing softwares, 
and journalistic writing. In addition, 
Yearbook students receive a credit in 
technology. 

This year’s yearbook will portray the full 
spectrum of UAS life and will be designed 
and produced primarily by students.  
Yearbook students will photograph school 
events, visit classrooms, roam the hallways, 
and attend club meetings, all in an effort 
to capture the school’s vibrance.  In 
particular, the yearbook will feature special 
events, such as the Outdoor Education 

Experiences, SAAC and Friendship Games, 
Book Week, Halloween, Coffeehouses 
and Ability Awareness. Brief summaries 
and descriptions of these events will 
accompany the photos. 

Our graduating senior students will have 
a special section to share thoughts and 
reflections on their UAS experience. The 
yearbook will also include individual and 
class pictures for every grade from Nursery 
through Grade 12 and UAS staff.

The yearbook will be available for 
purchase at the end of the school year.  We 
look forward to sharing this chronicle of life 
at UAS with the entire UAS community.

A Preview of the UAS Yearbook  
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LINKING THE 
CLASSROOM TO LIFE

E
ach semester many new students 
arrive to UAS without speaking 
a word of Spanish. For them, 

learning the language is not only an 
academic requirement, but also a tool 
that facilitates their daily interactions 
and their assimilation to and 
understanding of Uruguayan culture.  
Since UAS Spanish language learners 
are immersed in a Spanish-speaking 
environment outside of school, they 
have ample opportunity to practice the 
language in “real life” situations, which 
helps them acquire the language more 
quickly.

As Spanish Language Learner (SLL) 
teachers we firmly believe that a 
language is meant to be used beyond 
the classroom. The SLL classroom 
environment emphasizes realistic, 
meaningful conversation, where 
students use Spanish in order to 
communicate in various contexts. As 
language acquisition theorists Bill 
Van Patten and James F. Lee note, 
“The ultimate goal of the second- 
and heritage-language teacher is to 
create conditions in which learners 

Students shopping and preparing a meal for SLL class.

María Jesús Iruleguy | Julia Serrano | Carla Silva, Secondary SLL Teachers

An Approach to 
SLL Instruction
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can achieve high levels of communicative 
competence.” 

With this in mind, SLL units are always 
designed to include field trips, hands-on 
activities, and student research. These 
learning activities expose students to new, 
interesting experiences in a less academic, 
more authentic atmosphere. Thus, 
students attain a more holistic, integrated 
picture of the information which otherwise 
may have only been presented in a textual 
or abstract way.   

A great example of this hands-on type 
of learning was the unit Mente Sana En 
Cuerpo Sano (Healthy Mind in a Healthy 
Body). The fundamental language skills 
were incorporated into the preparation for 
a trip to the supermarket and the sharing 
of a meal.  In the classroom, students 
built vocabulary through reading, writing, 
listening and conversation activities. They 
also practiced reading skills by perusing 
cookbooks and internet sites to select 
healthy recipes.  

The unit culminated in a visit to a local 
supermarket to purchase ingredients and 
the preparation of a shared meal, which 
included vegetarian bruschettas, fruit salad 
and smoothies.  During these activities, 
students worked on their listening and 
conversation skills.

Following the visit and meal, students 
wrote a reflection of their experience.  
During the writing, SLL teachers worked 
closely with students to strengthen their 
writing skills by introducing and reinforcing 
grammar and spelling concepts as needed 
and in context. 

The same instructional methodology was 
used in the Mi Entorno (My Surroundings) 
unit. Students researched neighborhoods 
in Montevideo and prepared a slide 
presentation to teach their classmates 
about the culture and history of the city.  
In the second semester, students will visit 
some of these emblematic neighborhoods. 
As with the Mente Sana En Cuerpo Sano 
unit, language skills will be integrated into 
this active, engaging experience, so that 
the learning “sticks.” 
                                         
By combining classroom instruction with 
authentic experiences, SLL teachers can 
create a synergistic effect on students’ 
language acquisition. Essentially, students 
learn the language more quickly because 
they see it as a means to live their lives and 
enter the culture rather than just another 
academic subject on their schedule.
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UAS ROBOTICS CLUB 
PARTICIPATES IN 
LOCAL SHOWCASES
Brad Melius | Sebastián Paredes, Robotics Club Advisors

It has been a busy semester in the 
Robotics Club. Last year, the students 
experimented with different robot styles 
and worked on programming useful 
functions for different motors and sensors. 
Then they competed against each other 
in an intra-school First Lego League 
Tournament. This year, Robotics Club 
members ventured out of the school 
building and participated in two different 
events in Montevideo. 

First, we attended the 17th annual 
“Roboteca,” an event organized by Escuela 
Integral and hosted by the Woodlands 
School. Approximately ten different 
schools, including Saint George’s School, 
Divina Providencia and the International 
College de Punta del Este, shared some 
of the projects they had been working 
on throughout this school year. Students 
got to check out a machine that delivered 
different flavors of gum, solar panels that 
follow the sun, and even a model Mars 
rover.
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UAS students presented various robots 
designed to complete a variety of tasks. 
We had robots that engaged in sumo 
wrestling matches, a prototype of a robot 
to search for water and sunlight, robots 
programmed to follow lines and walls, 
and a simple Arduino-based game. Near 
the end of the event, our students started 
an impromptu “Battle Bots” tournament 
which drew quite a crowd.

Eighth grader Valentina Vidal, one of the 
programmers of a sumo robot, explained 
how her team had to continually re-
program their robot to respond to other 
robots’ maneuvers.  “It was hard because 
you had to analyze and adapt quickly, but 
it was great when you won a battle.”

The second event we attended was the 
“Olimpiada de Robótica, Programación 
y Videojuegos 2017,” a nationwide 
competition that took place at LATU. 

Two groups of three students from UAS 
were permitted to compete, one for the 
robotics category and one for coding. Our 
robotics club competed against schools 
from all over the country as well as a few 
groups from Chile, Brazil, and Paraguay. 
This was a great opportunity for our 
students to interact with their peers, 
share ideas, look at different designs 
and see how prominent the robotics and 
coding culture is at schools nowadays.  
Federico Edelman noted, “It was cool to 
see what other kids are doing. It inspired 
us to try new ideas.”

The Robotics Club is  looking forward 
to next year’s Olimpiada when they  will 
compete in the official First Lego League 
tournament held here in Uruguay. It will 
be a chance for the students to show off 
their design, building, and programming 
skills in a competitive environment.
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N
owadays students are bombarded 
with information on a daily basis. 
From the moment they get out 

of bed, news, sports scores, celebrity 
gossip and social updates begin dinging 
in on mobile phones, tablets and laptops.  
Faced with this onslaught, in order to be 
independent thinkers, students must filter, 
evaluate and analyze the information to 
form their own interpretations.  Without 
this ability, they will rely on others to do 
it for them, which may subject them to 
distortions or biases.  In UAS classrooms 
students learn to develop their own 
critical opinions on global issues and 
to communicate them fluently and 
articulately.  The TED-Ed after school club 
is another forum in which students can 
practice and polish these skills.

TED-Ed is the youth and education 
initiative of the TED (Technology, 
Entertainment, Design) organization.  
Launched in 2012, TED-Ed Clubs form 
a network in schools and educational 
organizations all over the world.  TED-Ed 
Club activities stimulate and celebrate 
students’ ideas, culminating in an evening 
of ten- to fifteen-minute presentations. 

In order to prepare, students investigate 
global and social issues, history, and 
culture to identify a topic about which 
they are passionate. Then they learn the 
research, communication and presentation 
skills necessary to craft an engaging TED 
talk. 

As a TED-Ed advisor, one of the best 
aspects of the club is that students go 
through a process to develop their ideas 
fully. They build, break down and rebuild 
their arguments.  This process helps 
students to get to the deeper message 
that they are trying to express in their talk.  
Students learn to communicate, research 
and represent their ideas effectively.
After fourteen weeks researching, 
preparing and practicing their 
presentations under Mr. Wilkinson’s and 
my guidance, the club hosted an evening 
of TED talks on November 16.  The theme 
for the evening was “What Comes to 
Mind… .” Students spoke of ideas or 
contemporary issues that sparked their 
curiosity and awakened their passion.  The 
topics ranged from the history of the last 
king of Sweden to the power of music 
to affect our daily lives to the negative 

“WHAT COMES 
TO MIND . . .”
Tavis Davidson, TED-Ed Club Advisor

TED-Ed Club Presents Ideas 
Worth Spreading

https://ed.ted.com/
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effects of patriarchy on boys and how to mitigate them 
to teaching kids how to use the internet responsibly to 
educate themselves to the misperceptions of autism. The 
presentations were genuinely thought-provoking, nuanced 
examinations of the topics.

TED-Ed aims to create a generation of problem solvers, 
critical thinkers and innovators to make the world a better 
place. Based upon the eloquence and enthusiasm of the 
presentations, UAS TED-Ed students are well on their way 
to being engaged, independent thinkers who will surely 
make a difference in the future.

To view the student TED-Ed talks, click on the links below:
Felipe Holguin:   “The Last King”
Lucia Brunner:  “Puppies not Patriarchy”
David Silva:  “Differability”
Nicolás Romero:  “Teaching Kids to Learn”
Carlo Silva:  “What Music Means to Me”

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PJHVt6tZXcTCpA8W7J-62VyMpuNqlua1/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ivoePOCmR1HfAqlDlXK1OUV1YFtfxfmB/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZHve-hQp9VnmYljQnIs8G_F66i_q7Db-/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1mDPfcOKsxTofN9CKGv1WxTZG-To3Tg4Q/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MdJEQxo9X3xwpI7Sm0rmEHaDVmb16Qux/view
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BEING THE NEW 
KID AT UAS

W
hether in Elementary, Middle 
School or High School, being 
the new student can be 

demanding. Students may experience 
social anxiety and academic pressure 
until things become familiar. They may ask 
themselves: Will I fit in? Will people want 
to hang out with me? Will I be able to get 
good grades?

Changing schools can be a challenging, 
but rewarding process. Personality, age 
and life experiences will impact the way 
new students deal with change. However, 
the school culture will also play an 

important role. For many UAS students, 
transitioning to a new school has become 
second nature.  They can relate to what 
it feels like to be the new kid and have a 
natural tendency to help newcomers.

This semester 55 new students began 
at UAS. Admissions Officer Gulnor 
Saratbekova sat down with three of them 
to discuss their initial impressions of UAS. 
The three agreed that UAS is unlike other 
schools in Uruguay, yet in the end, not 
only did they adapt smoothly, but they 
also discovered new talents and interests.

Ariane Arze | Grade 5 | Bolivian

When I just came to Uruguay from Peru it was kind of weird 
because I wasn’t used to moving. I didn’t talk much at school. I 
was very shy but people were really nice to me from the first day 
and inviting me to places. I quickly made new friends.

What I really like about UAS is all the different activities that they 
didn’t do at my previous school. I really liked the Thanksgiving 
Lunch. Teachers, staff members and Elementary, Middle School 
and High School students got mixed at the tables and got to 
know each other better. There was only one person from my 
class, so I talked with people I didn’t know, especially this High 
School girl who asked questions about me. Everybody was very 
friendly. 
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Santiago Moreira | Grade 11 | Uruguayan 

I came to Uruguay from Switzerland where I lived  for nine-and-a-
half years. I went to a local school before coming to UAS.
The transition when I just came to UAS was a bit hard. I skipped a 
semester to enter 11th grade, so there were many things the other 
students had already studied that I didn’t know. I also had to adapt 
to the instruction in English since lessons were in Spanish in my 
previous school. But then I got used to it. I got to know the teachers 
better, studied more, and began to understand everything. I am 
getting better every day, and I think this year I am going to do great.

The social aspect was pretty interesting because in my previous 
school all the students were Uruguayans. Here at UAS there are 
students from Argentina, Korea, China, Qatar and from many other 
countries. I really like this. It is like going back to the years in my 
school in Switzerland, which was also international. People have 
other ways of thinking, other perspectives of life, and you make 
friends very easily. 

My SAAC soccer experience was unbelievable. We had so much 
fun with all of my teammates. All the games were hard, but people 
said we played very well compared to other years. The people from 
other schools were very nice.  We got to talk to them and have fun 
together after the games. It was a really great experience.

Martina Perrone | Grade 8 | Uruguayan 

I came from a local Uruguayan school so at the beginning 
everything felt very new. Students are different. They are funny and 
they are better friends and very good people. When I first got here, 
I was shy because I didn’t know anybody.  But everybody at UAS is 
used to greeting new people and helping others to adjust and feel 
part of the school.

What I like most about UAS is that you learn through a lot of 
practice, fun activities and projects and not by just studying theory. 
It is more interactive and more entertaining, which really helped me 
to understand more, get better results and to be more interested 
in subjects I didn´t like before, like math, science or history. In my 
previous school I would get bored sometimes or sometimes we 
would work on many things without finishing any of them. But now I 
think I am much better in those subjects than I was before. 
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SUMMERTIME … 
READING TIME
Rocio Ravera | Lorena Agüer, Librarians

S
ummer vacation is one of the most 
anticipated times of the year.  Parents 
and students welcome a break from 

the pace of the school year and look forward 
to relaxing and pursuing other activities. As 
librarians we encourage families to make 
some time for reading in their summer 
routines.  Besides providing hours of 
entertainment, it is a wonderful way for 
students to maintain, or even build on, the 
academic gains they have made during the 
semester.

Many parents wonder which books to read 
with their children or to recommend to 
them. In a library, in a bookstore, at home, 
sometimes choosing the “just right book” can 
be a challenge. The variety of styles, genres, 
and topics can make this task overwhelming. 

We would like to offer some tips to help you.

Interest
Children are most motivated to read when 
they are genuinely interested in the book or 
the topic. Give your child freedom to choose 
the book, leaving aside prejudices like “it’s 

Tips for Guiding 
Children’s Reading 
During Vacation
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too short or long,” or “it’s too easy or difficult.” Sometimes 
easy, short books are an excellent way to engage reluctant 
readers.

Let children spend time browsing books of different genres 
and topics. Talk to them about the different types of books, 
letting them know that it is OK if they do not like a particular 
book.  Resist the urge to compel them to read books you 
think are “required reading” or those that you enjoyed as a 
child. Ask them to look for “clues” that can help determine 
if the book is interesting: take a look at the front and back 
cover, illustrations, table of contents, summary of the book, 
and flip through the pages.  

Reading level
Sometimes adults worry too much about the reading 
level. Children are more aware of what they can read than 
we may think. If you have any doubts about the book’s 
appropriateness, you can use the “Five Finger Rule” that is 
taught at UAS. 

Have children read a page and keep track of the words 
they do not understand. Every time they find an unknown 
word they have to put a finger up. If they count five or more 
unknown words on one page, the book is probably too 
hard. When your child insists on reading a book that is very 
difficult, offer to read it aloud together.

Of course, the best way to encourage your child to read 
is to model it!  Make sure you make time during the 
summer to unwind with a good book.  Let your child see 
you reading and share your impressions of the story and 
the characters.  Invite them to discuss their books.  Book 
conversations are contagious.

Always keep in mind that reading should be an enjoyable 
and exciting experience. Choosing the right book is a 
starting point to make your child a strong and confident 
reader.

Happy reading this summer!
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 SIXTY YEARS 
OF URUGUAYAN 
AMERICAN SCHOOL

T
he Uruguayan American School was founded on April 14, 1958 by a group of 
Uruguayan and American citizens residing in Montevideo. Their goal was to promote 
an intercultural understanding between Uruguay and the United States and to provide 

a U.S.-style education which included academic programs of both countries.

UAS has its origins when Mr. William J. Christie declares his intention 
open a grant-in-aid American school. The American School will have a 
U.S. curricula and teaching methods and target to U.S., Uruguayan and 
international children. The institution works toward official accreditation 
by Uruguayan authorities from the beginning.

 

On April 14, under director Louisa Harston, the school opens its doors 
at  Avenida Luis Cavia 2889 with twelve students. The principal founders 
are Mrs. Blanca Caroselli, a teacher from the U.S.; Mr. James Webb Jr., 
Public Affairs Officer of the U.S. Embassy; and Mr. Arturo Marquez, a 
prominent Uruguayan engineer. The academic programs in Spanish are 
approved by the Comisión Nacional de Educación; those in English by 
the U.S. Embassy.

From the outset, UAS adopts an inclusive education approach, different 
from that of other local, more traditional, bilingual schools. This is 
evidently welcomed by  the community since the school soon needs 
extra space. A new site opens at Avenida 26 de Marzo 3274.  
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The school buys its own building at Bulevar Artigas 160. At the time there 
are 190 students. The school offers Nursery through Grade 6, plus the 
first two years of the Uruguayan secondary program (Grades 7 and 8).
 

In September the enrollment is 178. An annex for the secondary division 
is closed, and the classes move to the main building at Bulevar Artigas 
160.
 

In August the school is accredited by the Southern Association of 
Colleges and School (SACS). The first High School graduation, with a 
senior class of eight students, takes place at the American Women’s Club
 
 

The school achieves a major objective in February with the purchase of  
its new site at Avenida Dublin 1785 in the Carrasco neighborhood. The 
larger campus accommodates students from Nursery through Grade 12 
and  includes a soccer field and a playground. It becomes the school’s 
home for 35 years.
 

It becomes evident that the school needs more space. There are 210 
students from seventeen different countries. In the summer of 1984 an 
indoor gym, a larger multipurpose room, a new science lab and a new 
library are added.

The Consejo Directivo Central (CODICEN) recognizes Grades 7, 8, and 
9 of the Uruguayan American School as equivalent to Ciclo Básico 
Uruguayo.  
 

On July 19, Uruguay and the United States sign an educational 
agreement by which UAS’s Secondary School is recognized as a “liceo 
con equivalencia de habilitación.” UAS students must take Uruguayan 
History, Civics, Sociology, Law, Spanish Language and Spanish Literature 
in Spanish following the Uruguayan curricula in order to obtain their UP 
diploma.
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bulevar%2BGeneral%2BArtigas%2B160%2C%2B11300%2BMontevideo/%40-34.9243015%2C-56.1638021%2C17z/data%3D%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x959f819d201cf67b:0xc566b2da66bb6c5a%218m2%213d-34.9243015%214d-56.1616134
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Bulevar%2BGeneral%2BArtigas%2B160%2C%2B11300%2BMontevideo/%40-34.9243015%2C-56.1638021%2C17z/data%3D%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x959f819d201cf67b:0xc566b2da66bb6c5a%218m2%213d-34.9243015%214d-56.1616134
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The Consejo de Educación Inicial y Primaria (CEIP) accredits the 
Elementary School (Grades 1 to 6th in the Uruguayan Program) as 
Colegio Habilitado Nº 163. This allows students who graduate from 
our elementary school to enter any other secondary school in Uruguay 
without taking an external admission test, as was once required.
 

The school purchases the land and starts the construction of its current 
campus at Avenida Saldún de Rodríguez 2375, also in Carrasco.
 

In August, the school moves to the new campus. At this point in time, 
the school has nearly 300 students from all around the world. The new 
campus has three hectares and occupies 6,100 square meters of building 
space for the Nursery through Secondary School programs.  
 

In August, UAS is approved to offer the International Baccalaureate 
(IB) Diploma Programme, allowing graduating students to study in any 
university in Uruguay, the region, U.S. and Europe.  
 

In September, UAS changes its accreditation agency to NEASC. 
 

In September, the school inaugurates its new secondary wing which 
adds 1,000 square meters of additional space (500 sq. mts. on each 
floor).  The new wing contains three regular classrooms, two smaller 
classrooms, a science laboratory, a science storeroom an art classroom,  
a flexible learning space, two faculty workrooms, and a new block of 
boys and girls bathrooms. 
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https://www.google.com/maps/place/Dra%2BMar%25C3%25ADa%2BLuisa%2BSald%25C3%25BAn%2Bde%2BRodr%25C3%25ADguez%2B2375%2C%2B11500%2BMontevideo/%40-34.8740438%2C-56.0796117%2C17z/data%3D%213m1%214b1%214m5%213m4%211s0x959f86fc65037ecd:0xc8420b7232e4e03b%218m2%213d-34.8740438%214d-56.077423
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