
 

 

 
UAS Secondary School Distance Learning Plan Expectations 

 
The UAS Distance Learning Plan will provide students with innovative and           
thoughtful learning experiences to engage with on a daily basis. Students will            
have both synchronous (online and interactive at a set time) and asynchronous            
(off-line, assigned work) classes scheduled every day, Monday to Friday. With           
several online lessons each day, teachers and students, supported by UAS           
Administration, will collaborate to accommodate the adjusted dynamics of         
workload and learning that will result in the adoption of independent distance            
learning.  

Curriculum and Timetable 

Students will be participating in the learning experiences based on the           
established curriculum in order to ensure their successful matriculation into the           
next grade level. The curriculum will remain unchanged. However, the method           
of delivery of the curriculum will be modified in order to support the demands              
of independent virtual learning. Students are expected to engage in distance           
learning on the same schedule as they would if they were physically at UAS,              
for the duration of time the school remains closed.  
 
Parent Expectations 

As our students have developed a significant level of independence, we believe            
they can cope with the rigor of a distance learning environment. We also             
understand that they are not yet fully independent and will therefore still            
require the support of teachers and parents to be successful. The online            
learning experiences and activities will be designed to provide direction and           
support to students, and by extension, to families. UAS realizes that parents            
may have more than one child to support, so our intention is to develop              
learning activities that require minimal parent participation.  

As a parent of a Secondary student, we ask you for the following             
support:  

● Identify a space in your home for your child to work without distraction             
on their assigned work. This space should be somewhere that you can            
occasionally monitor your child, as is normal practice. 

● Monitor Google Classroom and PowerSchool for updates on assigned         
work, resources, and assessments 

● Conduct a daily check-in with your child to review his or her progress;             
have your child provide a summary of what he or she is learning 

 



 

● Ask your child if he or she has questions or needs support, either with              
the content or the distance learning environment. Encourage your child          
to contact his or her teacher via email. A cc to you, as the parent, is                
always an effective way to maintain transparent communication.  

● Reinforce that attendance, just like face-to-face learning, is required. In          
the event your student must be absent, the absence must be reported to             
the school. 

 
Student Expectations 
 
Definitions: 
Synchronous learning - when learning is taking place in real-time digitally, for            
everyone in the class 
Asynchronous learning - when learning is taking place individually according to           
your own schedule outside of assigned synchronous learning time.  
 
For the duration of the time that UAS is using a Distance Learning             
platform, all students are expected to: 

● Be in full attendance for each class. Attendance will be recorded. 
● Be working each day to complete assigned work. Progress on formative           

classwork is being documented towards credit.  
● Complete all summative assessments as assigned. Missed summatives        

will be tracked and will need to be made up before course credit can be               
obtained. 

● Behave and interact appropriately, in line with both on-campus         
expectations and our Digital Citizenship expectations. 

● Arrive to class prepared to learn. 
 
Arriving to class prepared to learn means students will: 

● Log in and check their email and PowerSchool Monday to Friday at 8:00             
AM then again prior to each class session. 

● Attend all online classes on time, and remain online during the assigned            
synchronous learning. 

● Wear appropriate dress at all times during direct synchronous learning          
by video link. 
 

*Under NO circumstances may students record, create memes or         
images, or in any way represent on social media or any other            
platforms, any online lessons, parts of lessons, teachers, students, or          
anything else associated with UAS. Students in violation of this          
expectation will be subject to discipline measures. 

 



 

 
Guidelines for all Teachers: 
● We will follow our regular bell schedule on a daily basis.  
● Content will align with all the unit plans already in place, unless this is not               

possible because of resource needs. 
● All faculty will be available from 7:45 AM to 3:45 PM; Teachers will             

respond to student submissions and answer student/parent questions via         
school approved communication platforms: email, Google Classroom and        
Hangouts. 

● All teachers will attend the daily check-in with colleagues and the principal            
from 3:20-3:45.  

● Teachers, when possible, will respond to all school-related communication         
by the end of the workday in which they receive the communication. When             
communication is received after 3:45 pm, faculty are expected to respond           
as soon as possible after 7:45 AM the next working day.  

● All teachers shall post the schedule and learning targets for each class by             
8:00 AM daily. 

● Teachers will hold a synchronous class within the virtual classroom during           
each of their scheduled class times; approximately 30 minutes. Teachers          
will remain online, in the virtual classroom, for support during the           
remainder of the scheduled class. 

● Teachers will post assignments for each day’s lesson and the assigned           
homework, by the end of the scheduled class time.  

● Just as we do during face-to-face classes, all assigned (home)work must           
be reviewed before the synchronous lesson is completed to allow for           
questions and clarification. 

● All assignments will be assigned through Google Classroom. 
● Learning activities will be clearly and consistently titled with topic, class,           

and date  
● Homework: Teachers will be mindful that students have multiple courses          

to manage in an online environment, and will, therefore, adhere to the            
UAS homework policy. 

 
Faculty and Collaborative Planning Meetings  

● Meetings will be scheduled on an as needed basis. 
 
Lesson and Learning Expectations: 

● Google Classroom will be updated for every synchronous lesson.         
Synchronous lessons will include: 

○ A quick review of the previous lesson topic 

 



 

○ Direct instruction on the lesson topic or learning activity that is           
appropriate for use with the Hangout/Meets tool 

○ Opportunities for students to ask questions and clarify        
misunderstandings about the lesson topic(s) 

○ Explanations and due dates are given verbally for any assessment          
associated with the lesson topic 

○ A quick look ahead to the next lesson’s topic so student’s see            
continuity in their learning 

○ A period of online availability immediately following the lesson to          
allow students the opportunity to ask questions about the topic(s)          
or clarify expectations for any assigned work 

○ Each synchronous lesson must be recorded, and the link posted on           
Google Classroom with other resources and assignments. **Note:        
As this will be new to UAS, this practice will commence after            
week two of distance learning to afford teachers an         
opportunity to refine their online teaching skills. 

● Where appropriate, related videos and audio recordings will be used to           
support student learning  

 
Teacher Feedback: 

● All students will receive ongoing formative feedback from teachers at          
least once a week. This can include progress on classwork, submitted           
work and class participation.  

● Summative assessments must receive feedback in a timely manner. 
● Feedback will be provided through Google Classroom, a Google file, or           

direct email.  
● Teachers will plan for reflection, assessment, and review of the material           

when students return to on-campus classes.  
 
We want to acknowledge the following schools that have shared their plans            
publicly or directly with staff members of Uruguayan American School. 
 

●  The American School in Japan 
● International Schools Service Online Learning Resources 
● Korea International School -Jeju 
● The American Embassy School Delhi 
● International School of Beijing 
● Colegio Franklin Delano Roosevelt - The American School of Lima 

 
 

 


